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MAY 2015 REVENUE PERFORMANCE REPORT

Total tax revenue in the month of May 2015 amounted to MK39.48 billion against the 
revised estimate of MK42.64 billion translating to a 7.0% underperformance. This May, 2015 
collection figure represents a revenue growth of 28% over previous May, 2014 collection 
which is higher than the nominal growth for the period under consideration. The deficit of 
MK3.15 billion in meeting the target was on account of underperformance from corporate 
tax and international taxes which could not be compensated by the strong performance 
from individual income tax receipts. 

MAY 2015 OUTTURN
Income and Profits: A total of MK 19.23 billion collected from income and profits fell short of the 
monthly projection by 2 percent owing to negative performance in provisional tax.Both Withholding 
and Provisional Taxes underperformed by large margins suggesting that not many suppliers of 
goods and services have been paid their dues and that businesses are scaling down their profit 
estimates as the year draws to an end when profits estimates are almost known.

Pay As You Earn (PAYE): At MK13.88 billion, PAYE exceeded the MK 12.91 billion target by 8 
percent. The positive variance reflects administrative efficiencies in the enforcement of PAYE as 
well as some PAYE operators honoured their PAYE arrears inthe month of May 2015.

Fringe Benefits (FBT) and Non-Resident Taxes (NRT): A collective total of MK563.23 million 
of FBT and NRT was above the target by 89 percent. This was due to exceptional performance 
in Non-Resident tax. The stability of the Kwacha and availability of forex which led to increase in 
remittances are factors contributing to the good performance of NRT. 

Corporate Tax: Corporate tax trailed its target by 46 percent. This was on account of under- 
performance in all the tax lines under this category which are: provisional tax, withholding tax 
and company assessments. Company assessments and withholding tax fell short of their monthly 

targets by 11 percent and 9 percent respectively. This is characteristic of slowdown in domestic 
economic activities in the month of May 2015.

Goods and Services: At MK 16.51 billion, goods and services collection represented a shortfall of 
9 percent below the monthly target owing to underperformance in all tax lines underthis category 
except Domestic VAT.

Value Added Tax (VAT): A collective total of MK 13.39 billion was recorded under VAT representing 
a surplus of 1 percent above the target. Domestic VAT registered a 5 percent over-performance at 
MK 6.13billion which outweighed a 2 percent under-performance of  Import VAT at MK7.25 billion.

Excise tax: A collection of MK 3.12 billion was recorded. Both local and import excise 
underperformed resulting in a total deficit of 38 percent. The continued dismal performance in 
local excise is due to the erosion of the base. Currently, no excise tax is payable on many of 
the assumed excisable products due to interpretation challenges. Such matters are still in court 
pending judicial review.

Import Duty: At MK3.55 billion, import duty fell short of the monthly target by 17 percent. This is 
because some importers withheld importations while awaiting for the announcement of the new tax 
measures in the 2015/16 Budget Statement. The measures on Customs are with immediate effect 
suggesting that the realized underperformance of this tax could be the removal of import duty on 
all goods from South Africa for part of May, 2015.  

Other taxes: Other taxes recorded a total deficit of MK 285.28 million in the month under review 
largely driven by an underperformance of MK 351.22 million in Dividend taxes.Almost all the tax 
lines underperformed except forpenalties and Turnover-tax. There is a proliferation of penalties 
under the Electronic Fiscal Devises project for not using an EFD in selling goods by the taxpayers.


